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Research on Disaster Rescue System:
The 88 Flood Case in Taiwan

Yung-Nane Yang*

Abstract

This paper is focused on the disaster rescue system for the 88 Flood Case
happened on August 8 of 2009 in Taiwan. Three important variables, including
information system, mobilization, and inter-organizational cooperation are used
to evaluate the effectiveness of the system. Second hand data in press media are
collected and used in this research. Previous research and cased related to this
case are also used in comparing the effectiveness of disaster rescue system. It
was found that government and civic organizations including communities had
room for improvements. The information system should be planned for the pur-
pose of efficient disaster information processing. For example, the disaster in-
formation in communities should be processed immediately to the commanders
of disaster rescuing organizations. In addition, government should take into ac-
count the situations of collapsed communication system when disasters hap-
pened. Back up information system such as satellite phones should be prepared.
For mobilization function, the disaster rescue center has to be redesigned to
have permanent instead of temporary team. Wan-An Air Defense practice
should be designed to include disaster rescue function. For inter-organizational
cooperation, cooperation mechanism should be created between central and lo-

cal governments, between local governments, between governments and non-

Yung-Nane Yang is the professor at the Department of Political Science & Institute of Political
Economy, Research fellow at the Research Center for Humanity and Social Sciences, and Re-
search fellow at the Sustainable Environment Research Center, National Cheng Kung Univer-
sity, e-mail: yungnane@mail.ncku.edu.tw.
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profit organizations, and to have international cooperation. In practice, incen-
tives should be created to form a cooperative networking to increase the effec-

tiveness of disaster rescue.

Keywords: 88 flood, disaster rescue system, information, mobilization, inter-

organizational cooperation
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